
AGENDA OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF 
THE PARKS AND NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE  

CITY OF BIRCHWOOD VILLAGE 
WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

AUGUST 19, 2025 
6:30 P.M. 

Committee Members 
Zach Michalk, Chair 
Alan Mitchell, Secretary 
Amy Hulett, Member 
Bridget Sperl, Council Liaison 
Kathy Weier, Council Liaison 
Margaret Ford, Member 
Mary Sue Simmons, Member 

CALL TO ORDER  

APPROVE AGENDA 

OPEN PUBLIC FORUM 

APPROVE MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETING 

A. July 15, 2025 Meeting Minutes* (pages 2-5) 

COMMITTEE BUSINESS - MEETING AGENDA 

A. New Agenda Items 

A. Updates on Tighe-Schmitz Park Projects from Lori Tella and Marcus 

Johnson* (pages 6-29) 

B. Agenda Items Carried Over from Previous Month(s) 

A. Discuss Budget and Project Priorities for 2026 

A. Elm Beach Restoration 

B. Grant-Funded Projects by the Lake-Links Task Force 

B. Placement of Little Library at Tighe-Schmitz Park* (page 30) 

C. Confirm Next Month’s Meeting and Identify Agenda Topics 

ATTACHMENTS 

ADJOURN 

* denotes an attachment in the agenda packet



PARKS AND NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
MEETING July 15, 2025 

MINUTES 

The July 15, 2025, meeting of the Parks and Natural Resources Committee was 
called to order in city hall at 6:30 p.m. 

Attendees:  Committee Members Zachary Michalk, Mary Sue Simmons, Amy 
Hulett, Margaret Ford, and Alan Mitchell.  Council Member Kathy Weier and 
Council Member Bridget Sperl.   

Others:  Mayor Jennifer Arsenault and Barton Winter.   

Agenda. The draft agenda was approved unanimously with the addition of the 
following three items:  Donation of a free library by Debbie Harrod, discussion of 
the Curt Feistner Memorial Preserve, and a Tighe-Schmitz project update.   

Public Forum.  Barton Winter explained to the Committee the work that was 
being done at the hockey rink.  He discussed the manner in which a part of the rink 
will be painted and gave a cost estimate of approximately $400 for the paint.  
Winter went on to describe the removal of several deteriorating posts.  He said the 
old rotted posts had been removed relatively easily and that he didn’t expect any 
problems installing the new posts.  He thought post replacement could be done 
within about thirty days.  Weier asked if there were any temperature restrictions 
regarding putting down a sealant after painting and Winter said there shouldn’t be 
any limitations if the work was done by September.  Weier reminded that work 
should not be done until after the Music in the Park concerts in the hockey rink 
were completed in late August.   

Minutes.  The draft June Minutes were approved unanimously with one minor 
change – the soil sample described in the Tighe-Schmitz Park Update matter was 
taken at 608 Wildwood Ave. in Birchwood and not at Tighe-Schmitz Park as was 
initially stated.   

Curt Feistner Memorial Preserve.  Mayor Arsenault reported that she had been 
investigating various options with regard to the Curt Feistner Memorial Preserve.  
She presented a memo to the Committee in which she described a three- phase 
process.  Step 1 – construction of an observation deck and a bench and placard at 
the beach site.  Step 2 – seek assistance from the Rice Creek Watershed District in 
cleaning up the drainage area and the beach.  Step 3 -explore the possibility of 
providing access the lakeshore at the beach.  A copy of the Mayor’s memo is 



attached to these Minutes.  Mayor Arsenault also stated that she has been exploring 
the possibility of the White Bear VFW and/or the American Legion Post 
sponsoring such improvement of the Preserve.  She also informed the Committee 
that she was willing to take the lead in pursing these efforts.  Simmons moved, 
seconded by Ford, that the Committee approve and support the Mayor’s 
request to pursue various options for improving the Curt Feistner Memorial 
Preserve.  The motion passed unanimously.   

Hullet added that Bruce Feistner, brother to Curt Feistner, was coming to town this 
week and intended to inspect the Curt Feistner Memorial Preserve beach site and 
the plaque on Wildwood Park and to pass along any suggestions or preferences he 
might have for the Memorial Preserve.    

Tighe-Schmitz Park Update.  The Committee discussed an email from Lori Tella 
of the Washington Conservation District dated July 14, 2025 regarding the timeline 
for securing the grant from the Rice Creek Watershed District.  A copy of the email 
is attached to the Minutes.  The Committee recognized that Tella and city engineer 
Marcus Johnson should work together to complete the project plans and finalize 
the grant application and obtain approval from the City Council as soon as 
possible.  The Committee recognized that the City Council might have to hold a 
special council meeting if necessary to meet upcoming deadlines.  Council member 
Sperl advised that once work on the Park project can proceed, the City needs to 
take into account the possibility that road work and work on the Lake Links Trail 
near Tighe-Schmitz Park might be scheduled for the same time and adjustments 
might be required.  Simmons volunteered to advise Tella of the Committee’s desire 
to proceed expeditiously in finalizing the grant.   

Little Library.  The Committee discussed a proposal from resident Debbie Harrod 
to donate a Little Library to the City.  Harrod hoped that the library would be 
installed at Tighe-Schmitz Park or Kay Beach.  Harrod said the Harrods would 
install the library and keep it stocked.  The Committee discussed that the proposed 
donation would have to be accepted by the City Council.  Simmons moved, 
seconded by Ford, that the Committee recommend that the City accept the 
donation of the Little Library from the Harrods and that it be installed either 
on Kay Beach or in Tighe-Schmitz Park near Kay Beach.  The motion carried 
unanimously. 

Committee Budget.  The Committee discussed the development of a proposed 
budget for work the Committee envisioned in calendar year 2026.  Michalk 
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presented a spreadsheet showing possible projects that might be undertaken going 
forward, which he had updated from the list he provided at the Committee’s June 
meeting.  A copy of the spreadsheet is attached to these Minutes.  The Committee 
noted that some projects on the list were actually underway in 2025, like painting 
the hockey rink and installing protective netting on one end, and some potential 
projects were still under consideration, like lighting on the tennis courts, and for 
many projects there were no reliable cost estimates.   

The Committee recognized that while identifying possible future projects was 
important, it was also necessary to take into account the fact that maintenance of 
both existing facilities and any new projects would be required in the future.  The 
Committee was of the view that it was likely that the City would have to rely on 
outside professional help to perform some maintenance activities, that city staff 
and volunteers would not be adequate for some projects and facilities.  The 
Committee also concluded that it would be helpful to prioritize any list of projects 
that was developed.   

The Committee reviewed the Resolution adopted by the Council in April, 2025 
(Resolution 2025-38), directing the Committee to prepare a proposed budget and 
action plan each year and to submit periodic progress reports.  The Committee 
recognized that while it was crucial to advise the Council of proposed projects, 
including cost estimates, that might require financing through the annual levy, 
many park projects could be funded by the Special Revenue Fund, or to a large 
extent perhaps through grants, such that identifying possible projects and 
prioritizing them was more significant and urgent than developing rough cost 
estimates.  The Committee confirmed from the June 30, 2025, Treasurer’s Report 
that there was over $31,000 in the special revenue fund.  Mitchell advised the 
Committee that he had spoken to officers in the Birchwood Dock Association and 
asked them what priorities they might have for park projects.  The result was that 
erosion at Elm Beach was the top priority, followed by access concerns at Ash 
Beach.   

After more discussion of possible projects and how to obtain cost estimates, the 
Committee concluded that the Committee would prepare a memo providing the 
best information available on possible projects that Committee might like to pursue  
in 2026.  The memo could also serve as a quarterly report.  The Committee intends 
to submit the report in time for the August Council meeting.   
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Facilities Inspection.  It was raining at 6:30 so the Committee canceled a planned 
inspection of certain park facilities.  The Committee decided to hold an inspection 
on Wednesday July 23 at 6:30.  Member Ford said she couldn’t attend the 
inspection at that time but would conduct her own inspection of the tennis courts in 
Bloomquist Park.   

Next Meeting.   August 19, 2025 

Adjourn.  7:40 

Respectfully submitted, 

Alan Mitchell 
Secretary  
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BASE BID AREA A- SHORELINE AREA B- BASIN AREA C- BASIN/ NATIVE AREAS AREA D- FILTER ALL UNIT COST ESTIMATE
MOBILIZATION LS 1 1 1 1 4 $4,000.00 $16,000.00
CLEARING AND GRUBBING SF 450 1500 5,000 6,950 $1.00 $6,950.00
EXCAVATION, DISPOSAL AND GRADING BASIN CY 10 30 35 75 $125.00 $9,375.00
SUBGRADE PREPARATION SF 155 450 600 1205 $2.00 $2,410.00
STNADARD CONCRETE WORK (CURB CUT, NEW CURB) LS 1 1 $500.00 $500.00
ENGINEERED MEDIA (70% CLEAN WASHED SAND/ 20% TOPSOIL/10% 
PEAT) CY 3 17 20 40 $40.00 $1,600.00
COR LOG  (12" D x 10' L) ROPE AND STAKES LF 20 20 $15.00 $300.00
EC BLANKET (SINGLE, DOUBLE, OR COIR) SY 50 50 $1.00 $50.00
LANDSCAPE ROCK-RIVER ROCK 3"-6" CY 1 1 1 3 $50.00 $150.00

RAIN GAURDIAN PRE-TREATMENT CHAMBER (1' PONDING DEPTH), #5 
AGGREGATE UNDER TURRET, LANDSCAPE FABRIC, #3 WASHED 
CRUSHED STONE  AT OUTLET LS 1 1 $600.00 $600.00

UNDERDRAIN INCLUDING ALL CONNECTIONS AND FITTINGS 
[PERFORATED PIPE, SOLID FOR CLEAN OUTS AND  CONNECTION TO 
CATCHBASIN LS 1 1 2 $800.00 $1,600.00
#57 WASHED CRUSHED STONE (3/4") TRENCH CY 0.5 2.5 3 $50.00 $150.00
2" CHOKING COURSE (3/8" PEA GRAVEL) TRENCH CY 0.4 1.5 1.9 $50.00 $95.00
UNDERDRAIN KNIFE GATE VALVE EACH 1 1 2 $50.00 $100.00
NEW PIPE BENEATH TRAIL (6" HDPE, 30 LF) LS 1 1 $500.00 $500.00
STORMSACK FILTER LS 1 1 $200.00 $200.00
DOUBLE SHREDDED HARDWOOD BARK MULCH (2" DEPTH) CY 10 10 20 $40.00 $800.00
LANDSCAPE EDGING LF 150 150 $5.00 $750.00
SIGNAGE EACH 1 1 1 3 $100.00 $300.00
TREES #10 CONTAINER EACH 1 - 1 $100.00 $100.00
SHRUBS #2 CONTAINER EACH 5 12 12 29 $40.00 $1,160.00
SHRUBS #1 CONTAINER EACH 10 27 37 $25.00 $925.00
PERENNIAL#1 CONTAINER EACH 100 100 $15.00 $1,500.00
PERENNIAL PLUGS 4" POTS EACH 150 400 500 1050 $5.00 $5,250.00
SEED MIXTURE (34-264 MNDOT LAKESHORE) UNIT 450 450 $75.00 $75.00
SEED MIXTURE (34-271 MNDOT WET MEADOW) UNIT 4000 4000 $250.00 $250.00
SEED MIXTURE (36-211 MNDOT WOODLAND), 3 LB UNIT 10000 10000 $500.00 $500.00
WEED FREE STRAW BALES 4 4 $50.00 $200.00
TURF RESTORATION SF 50 1,500 500 2,050 $0.50 $1,025.00
HERBIVORE FENCING LF 100 100 100 300 $20.00 $6,000.00
MEADOW SEEDING SF 4000 4000 $0.25 $1,000.00
WOODLAND SEEDING SF 10000 10000 $0.25 $2,500.00
LAKESHORE SEEDING 500 500 $0.25 $125.00
FIELDSTONE BOULDERS (18"-30"] TON 2 2 $200.00 $400.00
SEATING AREA AND PATH [FLAGSTONE] LS 1 1 $1,000.00 $1,000.00
MAINTENANCE VISITS EACH 8 8 8 3 27 $250.00 $6,750.00

$71,190.00
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GENERAL NOTES

MNDOT SPECIFICATIONS - All material and 
construction specifications herein reference the MNDOT 
Division II and Division III sections of the 2020 MNDOT 
Specifications Manual.

RCWD RULES AND STANDARDS - All work must 
comply with Rice Creek Watershed District rules and 
standards.

DESIGNER CONTACT / INSPECTION - The Washington 
Conservation District (WCD) is providing design 
assistance for this project. Call Lori Tella @ (651) 
315-8964 to schedule a pre-construction meeting and for 
questions related to design. Coordinate inspections prior 
to planting, at the project completion and at the end of the 
establishment period. 

PROJECT MANGER / INSTALLATIONS - The City of 
Birchwood is providing construction administration for this 
project. Call to coordinate construction timeline.

FIELD VERIFICATION -  Base information including 
existing contours, location of property lines, buildings and 
tree locations have been referenced from others. If 
conditions are different from those shown on the plan 
contact the WCD prior to proceeding. Contractor shall 
field verify project areas prior to beginning construction.

PERMITS - Contractor is responsible for all permits. 

LABOR RATES - This project is subject to prevailing 
wage.

BASE BID AREA A AREA B AREA C AREA D ALL
MOBILIZATION LS 1 1 1 1 4
CLEARING AND GRUBBING SF 450 1500 5,000 6950
EXCAVATION, DISPOSAL AND GRADING BASIN CY 10 30 35 75
SUBGRADE PREPARATION SF 155 450 600 1205
STANDARD CONCRETE WORK (CURB CUT, NEW CURB) LS 1 1

TOPSOIL/10% PEAT)
ENGINEERED MEDIA (70% CLEAN WASHED SAND/ 20% 

CY 3 17 20 40
COIR LOG  (12" D x 10' L) ROPE AND STAKES LF 20 20
EC BLANKET (SINGLE, DOUBLE, OR COIR) SY 50 50
LANDSCAPE ROCK-RIVER ROCK 3"-6" CY 1 1 1 3

FABRIC, #3 WASHED CRUSHED STONE  AT OUTLET
DEPTH), #5 AGGREGATE UNDER TURRET, LANDSCAPE 
RAIN GUARDIAN PRE-TREATMENT CHAMBER (1' PONDING 

LS 1 1

CONNECTION TO CATCHBASIN
FITTINGS [PERFORATED PIPE, SOLID FOR CLEAN OUTS AND  
UNDERDRAIN INCLUDING ALL CONNECTIONS AND 

LS 1 1 2
#57 WASHED CRUSHED STONE (3/4") TRENCH CY 0.5 2.5 3
2" CHOKING COURSE (3/8" PEA GRAVEL) TRENCH CY 0.4 1.5 1.9
UNDERDRAIN KNIFE GATE VALVE EACH 1 1 2
NEW PIPE BENEATH TRAIL (6" HDPE, 30 LF) LS 1 1
STORMSACK FILTER LS 1 1
DOUBLE SHREDDED HARDWOOD BARK MULCH (2" DEPTH) CY 10 10 20
LANDSCAPE EDGING LF 150 150
SIGNAGE EACH 1 1 1 3
TREES #10 CONTAINER EACH 1 - #VALUE!
SHRUBS #2 CONTAINER EACH 5 12 12 29
SHRUBS #1 CONTAINER EACH 10 27 37
PERENNIAL#1 CONTAINER EACH 100 100
PERENNIAL PLUGS 4" POTS EACH 150 400 500 1050
SEED MIXTURE (34-264 MNDOT LAKESHORE) UNIT 450 450
SEED MIXTURE (34-271 MNDOT WET MEADOW) UNIT 4,000 #VALUE!
SEED MIXTURE (36-211 MNDOT WOODLAND), 3 LB UNIT 10000 10000
WEED FREE STRAW BALES 4 4
TURF RESTORATION SF 50 1,500 500 2050
HERBIVORE FENCING LF 100 100 100 300
MEADOW SEEDING SF 4000 4000
WOODLAND SEEDING SF 10000 10000
LAKESHORE SEEDING SF 500 500
FIELDSTONE BOULDERS (18"-30"] TON 2 2
SEATING AREA AND PATH [FLAGSTONE] LS 1 1
MAINTENANCE VISITS EACH 8 8 8 3 27
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PRE-CONSTRUCTION PROJECT NOTES

UTILITIES - It shall be contractor's responsibility to locate any existing 
utilities located within the project areas. Contractor is responsible for 
repairs of all damage that may occur to utilities during construction.

SITE ACCESS - At a minimum, activities within the buffer should be 
restricted through the use of construction fencing, flagging, or signage.

PROJECT BOUNDARIES - The Ordinary High Water Line (OHWL) 
must be staked off and marked to keep all construction traffic, 
equipment, and material stockpiles out of the proposed planting area. 
Construction activities, including herbicide application and planting 
below the OHWL must be approved by the DNR.

TIMING AND WEATHER - Installation with dry soil conditions is critical 
to prevent smearing and compaction.  Schedule work for periods of dry 
weather.  Do not work if soil conditions are wet. 

TREE PROTECTION AND REPLACEMENT - Protection and care for 
existing trees, and replacement of damaged existing trees shall be per 
MNDOT Spec 2572. Perform clearing and grubbing operations in a 
manner that will not damage or jeopardize the surrounding plant life 
and property. Trees damaged during construction shall be replaced at 
a ratio of 1:1. Verify with appropriate agency prior to removal.

EROSION CONTROL REQUIREMENTS - Contractor is responsible 
for all on-site implementation of erosion and sediment controls in 
compliance with the requirements of the State of Minnesota 
NPDES/SDS Construction Stormwater General Permit. See the 
Minnesota Stormwater Manual for control methods.

PRE- CONSTRUCTION STABILIZATION -Disturbed areas upgradient 
from the buffer must be managed via appropriate perimeter controls, 
such as silt fencing, stormwater diversion berms/ditches, sediment 
traps, fiber logs, or other BMPs that prevent sediment-laden runoff 
from entering or leaving the buffer. Where areas within the buffer are 
actively eroding they should be stabilized via carefully targeted 
management practices prior to construction.

CONSTRUCTION NOTES

TEMPORARY STABILIZATION - Stabilization of all exposed soils 
must be initiated immediately whenever construction has permanently 
or temporarily ceased for 7 calendar days, including stockpiles. 
Remove all erosion control measures after the work has been 
accepted.

EROSION CONTROL BLANKET -  Erosion Control Materials must be 
bio-degradable natural fiber only. Blankets should be installed on 
sloped seeded areas. (MnDot Category 25, 30 or approved equal). No 
photo-degradable products, plastic netting or mesh are allowed.  
Installation shall be per MnDOT Specification 2575.3. 

GRADING - Contractor responsible for grading and sloping finished 
grades to provide smooth and continuous slopes. Contact WCD if field 
adjustments are required.

SITE CLEANUP - Upon completion of the work, the contractor shall 
remove all excess material, debris, and equipment. Repair all damage 
to other work resulting from the Project. 

SITE RESTORATION (vegetation) - Contractor shall repair damaged 
turf and open field areas within the Project area and any Staging 
areas.  Repair of these areas shall be prepared according to MNDOT 
Spec 2574. Provide borrowed soil MNDOT Spec 3877 or purchased 
compost MNDOT Spec 3890. Turf areas shall be seeded with MNDOT 
seed mixture 25-131 or approved equal. 

SPECIAL PROJECT AREAS

SEATING AREAS - Install trap rock or approved equal. Coordinate 
with landowner on seating areas and pathways.

KIOSK - Install trap rock or approved equal. Coordinate with 
landowner on kiosks steps and pathways

TRAIL AND STEPS - Improve existing trail by minor leveling and 
clearing. Create new stretch of trail through mulched area. Work with 
city on placement of steps prior to finalizing trail layout. Steps will be 
by the city.

IRRIGATION - City will provide irrigation. Coordinate installation.

ESTABLISHMENT  / MAINTENANCE

ESTABLISHMENT PERIOD - The establishment period shall be the 
period of time immediately following completion of installation through 
the first growing season. If planted in the spring, the first growing 
season shall refer to the end of installation, through the end of Autumn. 
If the area is planted in the fall, the growing season will be through the 
next year's Autumn. 
 
ESTABLISHMENT RESPONSIBILITY - Contractor is responsible for 
the following tasks through the establishment period: weeding and 
plant replacement for the Project to ensure healthy, growing plants. 
Native seeded areas (excluding hillside buffer) will require seasonal 
mowing at least twice during the growing season to prevent weeds 
from going to seed. The frequency of visits shall be a minimum of eight 
occurrences annually to ensure proper weeding and watering. 
Additional tasks for the basin area include removing sediment and 
trash, ensuring proper functioning of berms and pipes, and repairing 
eroded areas. The hillside, basin and shoreline will require inspection 
to ensure erosion control is functioning correctly after major storms. 
Immediately address muddy runoff flows into or through the Project by 
adding regular silt fencing, rock berms, or fiber logs.

WATERING - Contractor is responsible for the following minimum 
watering standards immediately following the completion of planting 
throughout the establishment period:
1) Apply water as needed in combination with rainfall to achieve a 
minimum rate of 1 inch per week for plants, 2 inches per week for new 
trees.  2) During extreme heat or drought periods, increase watering to 
maintain moist soil to a depth of 4 inches. 3) Maintain adequate soil 
moisture in the upper 12-inches of soil for a minimum of 4 weeks after 
planting. 

WARRANTY - Contractor shall warranty plants for a minimum of 1 
year. Contractor shall ensure a minimum of 70% coverage of planting 
area within one year. Plants that are found to be dead, or not achieving 
normal growth shall be replaced at the contractor's expense. A close 
out inspection at the end of the establishment period is required.
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TREES AND SHRUBS

TREE & SHRUB PLANTING - Must be completed in compliance with 
MnDOT 2575. Contractor must remove soil sufficient for the placement 
of tree and shrub material to the base of the plant as it sits in the 
nursery container. Sub-grade at the base of each tree and shrub shall 
be scarified to a depth of one (1) foot prior to proper placement of 
plant. The area around the base of each tree and shrub shall be 
removed to a width of twice (2x) the existing radius of root mass for 
each nursery specimen. Root mass of each specimen must be gently 
pulled apart prior to placement. Roots of each plant should be 
surrounded by soil, not mulch. Area around the base of each tree and 
shrub shall be backfilled with native soils to meet grade. 

TURF NOTES

RESTORATION - Repair turf areas outside of the planting areas that 
are disturbed due to construction. Turf along paved surfaces shall be 
graded to allow for 1.5" below the surface of the pavement.

WATER - Irrigate turf regularly for a minimum of 30 days to ensure 
establishment of permanent vegetation.

LOW MOW TURF

SEED BED PREPARATION - must be completed in compliance with 
MnDOT 2574.  Maintain a minimum 6' wide border of low-mow turf 
around the edges of the project to allow for mowing equipment.

SEEDING - Site Prep and Broadcast Seeding: The best time to plant 
No Mow Lawn Seed Mix is between August 20 and October 20. Fall 
seeding is strongly recommended. Remove existing grass and prepare 
the bed for seeding. Seeding requires a tilled seed bed free of rocks or 
clumps. Broadcast the seed and cover with one eighth inch of soil. 
Press the seed into the soil. Mulch the area with a light covering of 
weed-free straw mulch or erosion control blanket. 

LOW MOW LAWN MAINTENANCE - Once mature let the lawn grow. 
Do not mow closer than 3.5 inches to avoid weakening the turf. 

EDGING - 4" Aluminum or steel edging shall be staked every 30". 

IRRIGATION NOTES 

IRRIGATION - An irrigation system is not installed at the park. Water is 
available onsite and can be provided by the city. Coordinate watering 
needs and timeline in pre-construction meetings. See watering 
requirements for minimum standards.

SITE PREP, SEEDING AND PLANTING

SITE PREPARATION - The hillside restoration portion of the project 
includes buckthorn and honeysuckle removal. Existing trees, native 
plants and downed wood should remain unless removal is needed for 
access. Herbicides that are used along lakeshores must be labeled for 
use near water, including glyphosate products.

SEED BED PREPARATION - must be completed in compliance with 
MnDOT 2574.  Contractor must prepare the soil surface to provide a 
smooth, moist, and evenly textured foundation before sowing seed 
and/or placing plants. Loosen the soil to a depth of 3" to ensure good 
seed to soil contact. Use caution and avoid operating equipment on 
wet soils or slopes greater than 2:1.

PLANT BED PREPARATION - Must be completed in compliance with 
MnDOT 2574. Contractor must scarify existing soil to break compacted 
areas and allow for effective infiltration of water. The Contractor must 
prepare the soil surface to provide a smooth, moist, and evenly 
textured foundation before planting. 

SEEDING - The hillside stabilization and low-mow mix can be seeded 
using a hydro-seeder or broadcast seeded by hand. If hydroseeding, 
mix the seed with water and hydromulch, onto the prepared seedbed 
in a single pass. The seeding rate using this method should be double 
the rate of the seed manufacture's recommendations. Seeding dates 
are typically October until snowfall, or in the spring before June 30th.

PLANT INSTALLATION - Each specimen must have root mass gently 
pulled apart prior to placement in the planting bed. All plant material 
must be completely buried in growing media to the base of the plant as 
it sits in the nursery container. Roots of each plant shall be completely 
surrounded by soil, not mulch. 

SOIL AMENDMENTS - Soil amendments such as biochar and MnDot 
Grade 2 compost or topsoil may be applied in upland areas. Do not 
apply fertilizer with native seed mixes or plantings.

MULCH -  Straw mulch must be certified weed-free. Straw mulch may 
be used in seeded areas if erosion is not a concern. Install a  2-3 inch 
layer of double shredded bark mulch for planted landscape areas.

ESTABLISHMENT AND EROSION CONTROL - Stabilize seeded 
areas with an erosion control blanket or certified weed free straw within 
24 hours of seeding. MnDOT Category 25 Erosion Control Blankets 
shall be used on areas exceeding 4H:1V slope.  

HERBIVORE PROTECTION - Tree guards and protection fencing are 
recommended for new trees and plantings.

WCD BIORETENTION DESIGN AND INSTALLATION STANDARDS

INFILTRATION AREAS Install erosion control devices to prevent 
sediment from entering or leaving the site during construction. Use 
light tracked equipment to minimize tracking and compacting over the 
infiltration areas.  Upland drainage areas shall remain diverted from 
infiltration basin area until the infiltration basin has been fully stabilized.

SUBSOIL PREPARATION - Decompact subsoil in all infiltration areas.
Use a backhoe ripper attachment or other approved method to reach a 
depth of at least 18 inches below subgrade. Avoid compacting or 
smearing of soils.  Rip underlying soils to remove compaction. 

SUBSOIL TESTING - Subsoil infiltration testing is required prior to the 
placement of any infiltration media. After the subsoil is decompacted, 
test the infiltration area to verify the infiltration rate is between 2" -8" 
per hour, and that the infiltration area will drain dry within 48 hours. 
This can be accomplished by an infiltration test, a performing double 
ring infiltrometer tests (ASTM d3385) in the bottom of the basin, or by 
filling the infiltration basin and timing how long it takes to drain from 
maximum water depth to dry bottom.  If this requirement cannot be 
met, contact the owner's representative before proceeding.

UNDERDRAIN Underdrains are required if the infiltration rate is not 2" 
per hour. Pipes should have a minimum of 3 inch depth of washed #57 
stone above and on each side of the pipe (stone is not required below 
the pipe). And a 2 inch layer of choking stone  (3/4" to 1/2") on top of 
the crushed stone.

SOIL REPLACEMENT MEDIA - The replacement soil media shall be 
a well-blended mixture of 60% ASTM C-33 coarse washed sand 
(MNDOT 3126) and 30% topsoil and 10% organic materials such as 
compost or peat from Plaisted's (or approved equal). If it is necessary 
to work in the infiltration area, only low ground pressure tracked 
equipment should be allowed to complete the work. Leveling and final 
grading within the cell must be completed by hand.

PIPE CONNECTIONS - Cleanout assemblies and solid pipe 
connections shall be Sch. 40 PVC, SDR 35, HDPE pipe or equal.The 
minimum pipe diameter is 4 inches. Perforations should be 3/8 inches. 
Use solid sections of non-perforated pvc piping and watertight joints 
wherever the underdrain system passes below berms, down steep 
slopes, makes a connection to a drainage structure, or daylights on 
grade. Install underdrains with a minimum slope of 0.5 percent. 

CLEANOUTS AND GATE VALVE -Include 2 observation/cleanouts 
for underdrain, one at the upstream end and one at the downstream 
end. Cleanouts should be at least 4 inches diameter vertical 
non-perforated schedule 40 pvc pipe, and extend to the surface. Cap 
cleanouts with a watertight removable cap. Include accessible knife 
gate valve on its outlet to allow the option of operating the system as 
either an infiltration system, filtration system, or both.

BERMS - All basin edges at least 3" higher than overflow bypass/basin 
full elevation. All side slopes to bottom of garden shall be 3H:1V or 
shallower. Construct topsoil berms using topsoil salvaged from the 
project. Immediately following formation, stabilize the berm with mulch.
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7/10/2025

RE: Little Library Donation from Debbie Harrod Request

Dear Parks and Natural Resources Committee

Debbie Harrod, a Birchwood resident wishes to donate a “Little Library” to Birchwood 
Village.  It was the property of Debbie’s mother who was a librarian.  The Harrods are 
hoping you would consider placing it at Tighe Schmitz Park or Kay Beach.  This location 
is close to the Harrods’ home.  They are committed to installing it and keeping it 
stocked. 

Please consider this donation by Debbie Harrod.

Therese Bellinger
Deputy Clerk
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